














































































Letter to the FCC 

To the Honorable Alij Pai: 

 My name is Daniel R. Melo, I am 35 years old. I live in Methuen, Massachusetts and was born and raised 
in Lawrence, Massachusetts most of my life. The Portuguese language was my first language, being 1st 
generation I am deeply rooted in my Portuguese culture and traditions. I served on the board of directors 
of the Lawrence Portuguese American Club for 16 years, the latter 3 years as President of the 
organization. I serve on the Boston Portuguese Festival committee, this year's Portugal Day (June 10th) 
festivities will honor a visit from the Portuguese President & Prime Minister as well as the President of 
the Azores Islands. We count on that WJFD will be able to support and broadcast our event to be held in 
Boston, MA.  
I serve on a committee that annually promotes one of the biggest Portuguese festivals in the Azores, 
Festival of Praia da Vitoria, in Terceira, Azores.I also serve as an advisor at the Saab Portuguese Center at 
UMASS Lowell, our annual fundraiser bids to bring an international Fado artist like Mariza or Ana 
Moura. I share my commitments above to express that preserving the Portuguese language and culture is 
very important to me, I dedicate a lot of my time and support anyone who strives to do the same.  
The Portuguese community and life has blessed me with growing owning/operating two successful small 
businesses.  

Firstly, DRM Solutions. A general construction business that focuses on remodels, our area of work spans 
from Southern New Hampshire to Boston & from Worcester to the North Shore. I commute daily/weekly 
on interstates/routes 93, 495, 95 & 213 for business. I rely on tuning into WJFD for Portuguese music & 
news programming in those areas.  

Secondly, DNJ Entertainment. An event and music entertainment service company. We focus on 
weddings and corporate events. Our area of business consists of venues mostly in the central Merrimack 
Valley (Haverhill, Lawrence, Andover, Dracut) and cities and towns of: Lowell, Tewksbury, Leominster, 
Georgetown, Ipswich, Peabody, Danvers, Revere, East Boston, Boston, Quincy, Cambridge, Somerville, 
Woburn, & Hudson.  

I have been listening to WJFD for nearly 30 years. It has been the most reliable source for Portuguese 
programming. The content and programming keeps us connected to everything Portuguese. My family 
and I regularly tune in for soccer broadcasting, news and music. Because I travel so much for work, 
commuting to and from consultations, venue visits, job sites, etc I rely on listening toWJFD in my 
vehicle. I tune in to my favorited 97.3 button in my vehicle at least once per day.    
 WJFD has been an institution that advocates & promotes Portuguese music & cultural events locally.  
Most recently my entertainment company DJs, "Melo Musik" (a dance music group) produced a couple 
award winning tracks that have aired on the station. Never would I have ever imagined 20-30 years ago as 
a young boy that I would have my song play on a station that I follow and admire. 

 My family and I as well as the hundreds of community/club members I once served would feel 
detached, disconnected if we were unable to tune into WJFD. Please allow us the opportunity to stay 
connected with our Portuguese culture and the programming that WJFD offers 24/7. 

Thank you, 
Daniel R. Melo 
4 Williams Terrace 
Methuen, MA 
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May 16,2018  

The Honorable Ajit Pai 

Chairman 

Federal Communications Commission  

445 12th Street, S.W.  

Washington, DC 20554 

 

RE: WJFD  

Dear Chairman Pai: 

I am writing to you today in regard to the Commission’s proposed modifications of Section 

74.1203(a)(3) that would adversely affect many listeners of WJFD, who depend and rely on it for 

so many years. 

My knowledge of this station begun about 30 years ago when I wanted to listen to the soccer 

games from Portugal and from then on it has become my favorite ratio station.  

I travel over 35k per year on my automobile, my office is in Hudson, Ma I live in Worcester, Ma 

and most of our projects that I need to oversee are in the Boston area that are outside of the 

54dBu contour. I was really sad to learn that if the Medford translator is granted a license to use 

97.3 FM frequency I will not be able to hear WJFD in the Boston area. 

WJFD provides news, sports, entertainment, information from some many places around the 

globe along with the local and national news and so much more that you can’t get from a 

conventional radio station. I will also get information regarding the Portuguese specialty 

restaurants and grocers in the heavily Portuguese area of Fall River and New Bedford. 

For the stated reasons, I request that the Commission do not adopt the proposed modification 

to Section 74.1203(a)(3). That will prevent me from listening to WJFD in the Boston area and 

later in Worcester and Hudson areas if other stations try to use the 97.3 FM frequency. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Jose E. Moura 
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May 1, 2018

Dear Ajit Pai, FCC Chairman,

My name is Jose Xavier and I am an Engineer who travels the Medford, Waltham and
Newton areas Via I-95 and I-93 on a daily basis. I has listened to WJFD FM since I was
a little boy when my parents first came to this country. The station is saved on my car
radio and is always being played during my commutes related to work. The station is
very important not only to me but to the entire Portuguese community who rely on it for
news and updates on cultural events that strongly influence our Portuguese heritage.
My children are 3rd generation Portuguese and also love the station, it helps them
brush up on their 2nd language. I would be deeply disappointed if the station was to
lose its broadcasting power in these areas. Please consider this letter as my official
statement.

Please feel free to contact me for any other information at 978-808-9418.

Thank You,

Jose F. Xavier
PO Box 3844
Pawtucket RI 02861
978.808.9418



































































May 1, 2018 

To the Honorable Alij Pai: 

 My name is Joe Pavao and I am a long-time listener of WJFD. I listen to WJFD every time 

I am driving or trying to relax. I live in Peabody, MA and drive about 15-20 minutes to Danvers, 

MA for work. Between my trips to and from work I am listening to WJFD for at least an hour a 

day. 

I listen to WJFD every day because it reminds me of the Portuguese culture. I was born 

and raised in Portugal and I have a great amount of pride for my country. This is the only radio 

station that bridges the gap from the United States to the motherland.  

WJFD also runs soccer broadcasts from Portugal.  Without WJFD, my drive to work 

becomes boring and meaningless. My kids, who are much older now, listen to this as well and 

has become part of the family. This gives us something to talk about at family gatherings. I 

came to USA forty years ago and I am very proud to have a Portuguese  radio station 24 hours-

a-day keeping me up-to-date with any thing new that is going on in Portugal (news/music) in 

my house on weekend the radio is on all the time on the dial 97.3 FM.  I hope this can continue 

in the future. 

Please to not change any rule that will prevent me and my family from listening to 

WJFD.  We will all be heartbroken. 

 

 

Thank you, 

Joe Pavao 
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João A Salomão 

386 Gorwin Drive 
Holliston, MA 01746 

(508)397-9707 
bfranklin17@hotmail.com 

June 20, 2018 

To the Honorable Alij Pai, 

I am writing in response to the Federal Communications Commission’s proposal to limit 
the broadcasting range of  WJFD 97.3 FM and, therefore, remove my ability to listen to 
this station with any regularity. 

As a Portuguese-American, I was born in Portugal and immigrated with my parents to 
the United States in 1971 at the age of  2.  And while growing up in Hudson, 
Massachusetts, there was never a time my parents did not expect my siblings and I to 
practice our Portuguese language skills.  One of  these aids was listening to 97.3 FM in the 
mid-eighties when riding in my parents’ car in the Hudson, MA area.  Being a teenager, 
the only thing I wanted to hear was 80’s music, but as I grew older I found a real pleasure 
and joy in being able to relate to my Portuguese roots through listening to 97.3 FM.   

Now as an adult living in Holliston, Massachusetts, my main travels take me up and down 
Route 495 between home and Hudson very frequently, and west on Route 290 to 
Worcester as well, and I listen to 97.3 FM three to five times per week - to help stay 
connected to my roots and always with pride in my heart that I am fluent in the language 
of  my ancestors. 

As a Staff  Sergeant in the Army Reserves for almost 20 years, and two tours of  duty in 
Iraq, I have learned that family and home are what keep you going through the hard 
times.  Part of  what I consider home are all the little things that, while we may take them 
for granted, make home, home.  One of  these staples to me is WJFD 97.3 FM.  I have 
come to rely on this Portuguese radio station to keep me linked to my roots, and I strongly 
object to the proposal to take this station and remove it from my geographical area.  
Many cities and towns with large Portugueses populations such as Milford, Framingham, 
Hudson, and Lowell would all suffer if  this proposal is successful. 

I urge the FCC to reconsider their proposal and choices.  WJFD 97.3 FM has provided 
the Portuguese communities with a link to their culture and language.  In a country built 
from immigrants, radio stations such as 97.3 FM have been beacons of  hope, pride, and 
culture - and should in no way be diminished. 

Respectfully yours, 

João A. Salomão

mailto:bfranklin17@hotmail.com












CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on this 6th day of August, 2018, I caused copies of the foregoing 
“Comments” to be mailed via first-class postage prepaid mail to the following: 

Frank Jazzo 
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C. 
1300 N. 17th Street 
11th Floor 
Arlington, VA. 22209 
(counsel to Salem Communications Holding Corporation) 
 
 

  /s/    
Scott Woodworth 




